ROBERT A. KLAEGER
BURNET COUNTY ATTORNEY
220 S. Pierce
Burnet, TX 78611
Fax: (512) 756-9290
Tel: (512) 756-5420

MEMORANDUM
DATE: April 6, 2000
SUBJECT:  Open Range Law
FROM: Robert Klaeger
TO: County Commissioners and Sheriff’s Office
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There appears to be confusion regarding whether or not Burnet County has an openrange law
in effect. On June 23, 1953 the Commissioners Court passed two separate proclamations, based on
Stock Law Election Results, that stated that “it shall be unlawful to permit to run at large in the
county, horses, mules, jacks, and cattle, "and “hogs, sheep and goats.” Attached hereto is a copy of
the Commissioner Court records for your review.

If anyone has any questions, please advise.




MINUTES OF COMMISSIONERS COURT, JUNE TERM, 1953
THE STATE OF TEXAS BE IT REMEMBERED that on this the 8th day of June, 1953, there
COUNTY OF BURNET came on to be holden a term of the Commissioners Court of Burnet,

County, Texas,,a regular term of the Court at the County Court House, with the following
members present: Hon, H, P, Stockton, County Jydee, Presiding; A. F. Foster, Commissione:
Pre. No, 1; C. S, Morris, Commissioner Pre. No. 2; Grady A. Williams, Commissioner Pre.
No. 3; J. P, Singleton, Commissioner Pre. No. 4; and Louis S. Chamberlain, County Clerk;
when the following business was transacted:

1. James C, Sawyer, County Arent, Monthly Report, approved.

2. Dawn U, Duncan, H, D. Agent, lonthly Roport approved.

3. Lucy Lamon, County Treasurer, Monthly Report of Claims Registered, approved.
L. Jake Clements. Justice of Peace, Pre. Mo, 1, Monthly Report, approved,

5. Jack L. Duddleson, " " " 4, " " approved.

TUESDAY JUNE 23, 1953

Court met as board of Rqualization. For transaction of business see Board of Equalizatiof

Miogutes,
STOCK LAW ELICTION PRECEEDINGS

For detail votes see Volume 3, page 92
ORDER DECLARING RESULTS ~-HOG, SHEEP AND GOAT ELECTION
THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF BURNET
Burnet County, Texas, convenad in regular session et the regular meeting placd in the

On this the 23 day of June, 1953, the Commissioners' Court of

Courthouse in Burnet, Texas, with the following members present, to-wit:

H. P, Stockton, County Juige,

A. P, Foster, Commissioner Precinot bo, 1,

C. 8, Morris, Commiesioner Preoinct lio, 2,

Gredy A. Willlams, Commissioner Precinot No. 3,

J. P. Singleton, Commissioner Freoinot No. 4,

Louis 8. Chamberlain, County Clerk,
and the following sbsent: None
constituting a quorum, and emong other proceedings passed the following order:

There came on to be considered the returns of an election held in saild county on
the 20th day of June, 1953, to determins whether or not hogs, sheep and goats shall be
run at large in said County, end it epuvearing that said election was in

parmitted to

all respects legally held and that satd returns were duly made, and that there were

election 307 valid and legal votes, of which number there were ocast:
AGAINST THB STOOK LAW 89 votes

cast at said

FOR THE STOCK LAW 218 votes
IT IS THEREFORE FOUND, DECLARED AND SO ORNDERED by the Commissioners' Court of Burnet

County, Texas, that a majority of the fresholders and qualified voters in eald County,

voting st sa«id election voted For sald proposition.

The above order being read, it was moved and seconded that same do pass. Thereupon,

the question being called for, the following members of the court voted AYE: A, F, Foster

C. 8. Morris, Grady A. Willlams, J, P. Singleton snd the following voted NO: None

FASSED, APPHOVED AND ADOPTED, this the 23 day of June 1953,

H., P, Stockton
County Judge, Burnet, County, Texas
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THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF BURNBT Wheress, an election was duly and legally held in Burnet County

v

B

. F. Fogter C, S, horris
Comml ss loner freolnot No, 1 UoEEissIonar Precinet Mo, 2
Grady A, Williams
Commissioner Precinct Mo. 3 J. P, s1qg%eton
r

Texas, on the 20 day of June, 1953, to determine whether or not hogs, sheep and goets shall

be permitted to run at large in seid county; and

June, 1953, the Commniassioners' Court of sald County oonsidered the several
canveessed the same and by order duly entered deolared that a majority of the freeholders

end qualified voters in said county, voting at said election, voted for said proposition;

do hereby issue this proclamation declaring the result of said election.

County there were cast at said election 307 valid and legal votes of which number 218 votes

waere cast "FOR THE STOCK LAW" and B9 votes were cast "AGAINST THE STOCK LAW".

County, voting at sald election, voted for said proposition and that after the expiration of

thirty deys from the issusnce of this proclamation it shall be unlawful to permit to run et

large in this county hogs, sheep and goats.

SRS — -

Commissioner *recinct MNo. 4

PROCLAMATION - - HOG, SHEEP AND GOAT ELECTION

Whereas the returns of said eleotion were duly and legslly made and on the 23 day of
returns and

Now, therefore, I H, P, Stookton, in my oepacity as County Yudge of Burnet County, Texas

That os found and declared by the above mentioned order of the Commissioners' Court of said

I hereby rind and deolare that a majority of the freeholders and qualified vnters in said

A ocopy of this proolamation shall be posted at the courthouse door of this county as pro-

ided by law.
ORDERED AND ISSUED, this 23 day of Junse, 1953.

H, P, Stockton
County Judge, Burnet Uounty, Texas
ORDER DECLARING RESULTS, - - HORSES, MULES, JACKS, AND CATTLE

STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF BURNET
County, Texas, convened in regular session at the regular mseting place in the Courthouse

On this the 23 day of “une, 1953, the Commissioners' Court of Burnet

in Burmet, Texas, with the following members present, to-wit:

H, P, Stockton, County Judge,

A. ¥, Foster, Commiasioner freci.nc-t No, 1,

C. S. Morris, Commissioner ?recinct No, 2,

Grady A, Williams, Commissioner freeinet No. 3,

J. P, Bingleton, Commissioner Yrecinct No. &,

Louls S; Chamberlsin, County Clerk,
and the following absent; None
constituting a quorum, snd among other proceedings passed the following order:

There came on to be considered the returns of an election held in said ocounty on the
23 day of Yune, 1953, to determine whether or not horses, mules, jacka, snd ocattle shall be
permitted to run at large in said County, snd 1t appeering that saild election was in ell
respects legally held and thet sald returna were duly and legally made, and that there were

cast at eald election 307 valid and legal votes, of which number there were ocast:

FOR THE STOCK LAW 218 votas AGAINST THE STOCK LAW 89 votes
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IT I; THéREFORE FOUND, DECLARED AND SO ORDERED by the Commissioner' Court of Burnet County
Texaa, that a majority of the freeholders and nualiried voters in sald County, voting at
said eleotion voted For said proposition,
The above order being read, it was moved and seconded that same do pass. Thereupon,
the question being called for, the following members of the court voted AYE: A, F, tfoster,
C. S. Morris, Grady A. Williams, J, P, Singleton and the following voted NO: lons,

PASSED, AFPROVED AND ADOPTED, this the 23 day of June 1953.

H. Pf Btockton
ounty Judge, Burnet County, Texes
A. F. Foster

CommI'ssToner Precinat No, 1 C. 8. Morris
Commissioner Freclnot bo, 2
Crady A. Williams
CommIssloner Precinet No, 3 Jd, P, Singleton
Uommlsaioner Freolnet No. 4

PROCLAMATION ~ - - HORSES, MULES, JACKS, CATTLE
THE STATE OF TE§AS
COUNTY OF BURNET Whereas, sl election was duly and legelly held in Burnet County, Texas
ot the 20th day of June, 1953, to determine whether or not horses, mules, Jjacks, and cattle
shall be permitted to run at large in seid county; and .

%¥hereaa the returns of sald election were duly and legally made and on the 23 day of June
1953, the %lection Board considered the several returns and canvessed the same and by order
iuly entered declared that a me jority of the freeholders and nqualified voters in said county,
voting at Bald eleotion, voted for said proposition;

llow, therefore, I H, P, Stockton, in my capacity as County fudge, of Burnet County, Texas
1o hereby 1ssue this proclamation deolaring the result of said eleotion.

That as found and declared by the above mentioned order of the Election Board there were
08t at sald eleotion 307 valid and lagal votes,of which number 218 votes were cast "FOR
HE STOCK LAW " and 89 votes were cast "AGAINST THE STOCK LaAW".

I hereby rind and declare that a majority of the freeholders and qualified voters in
mid county, voting at sald election, voted for sald proposition and that after the expiratiop
r thirty deys from the issuance of this proclamation it shall be unlawful to permit to run
tlsrge in this county, horses, mules, Jacks, and cattle.

A ocopy of this proolamation shall be posted at the courthouss door of this county as pro-

ided by law,

ORDERED AND ISSUED, this the 23 day of June 1953,

H, P, Stockton
County Judge, Burnet County, Texas




